Meridian pays family to move
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Meridian Energy has paid an undisclosed sum of money to shift a family
from their farm where Te Apiti's wind turbines are located, because noise
and vibration made it too difficult to live in their house.

Company spokesman Alan Seay would not say how much the compensation is, as
it is a confidential agreement between Meridian and the Bolton family. He
understands they will move off their farm and build elsewhere.

He also said the payout is not a surprise, as it had been anticipated in the initial
lease agreements with the land owners. It is not part of any of the 20 conditions
imposed by the wind farm's resource consent.

"Te Apiti is built on two farm properties. It was recognised right from the start
that this family could have issues with noise . . . their house was a only a few
hundred metres from the turbines,"” Mr Seay said.

"The possibility of having to shift was part of the initial lease agreement. These
were houses actually in the wind farm, as opposed to neighbouring (houses)."

Meridian has also made a confidential deal with the other farm owners affected.
Mr Seay said he understands this has involved building alterations, such as
double-glazing windows to reduce noise.

There are no other claims for any kind of compensation for nuisance from Te
Apiti, and Mr Seay said he does not anticipate any in future. "This one was made
because it was a foreseen situation.™

Feedback from the Ashhurst community about Te Apiti has "all" been positive,
apart from "one or two vociferous" opponents whom he understands to be
working with people objecting to Meridian's proposed Makara wind farm.

"Nimby (not in my back yard) syndrome . . . it's what we've got to expect from
some of these groups . . . it's misleading and distorting."

Last November, Ashhurst resident Colin Mahy complained that sun reflection
flickering into his house from the Te Apiti turbines was "driving him mad".
Meridian had told him to draw his curtains.

Mr Seay said that he had given that advice. "Sun flash is a very momentary
thing, it only occurs in certain circumstances and it doesn't last long."



